
Pioneering the Road: Mary Eatmon and Her Trailblazing Journey in Transit’ 

Mary Eatmon, a trailblazer who broke barriers as one of Detroit's first female bus drivers in the 
1970s, working for the Detroit Department of Transportation (DDOT). 

Mary Eatmon's story is one of courage and determination. In an era when the field of public transit 
was predominantly male, Eatmon stepped up to the challenge, becoming a symbol of change and 
resilience. Her journey as a bus driver for DDOT was not just a personal achievement but a 
significant milestone in the history of public transportation in Detroit. 

Working as a bus driver, Eatmon navigated more than just the city streets; she navigated a path 
through social norms and expectations, setting a precedent for future generations of women in 
transit. Her presence behind the wheel of a DDOT bus was a powerful statement against gender 
stereotypes and a testament to the capabilities and strengths of women in any profession. 

At SMART, we draw inspiration from Mary Eatmon's pioneering spirit. Her journey reflects our 
ongoing commitment to diversity and inclusion in the transit workforce. Eatmon's contributions go 
beyond her role as a bus driver; she paved the way for countless women to pursue careers in public 
transportation, showing that skill and dedication know no gender. 

Her work with DDOT during a transformative time in Detroit's history was not just about driving 
buses but about driving change. Eatmon's legacy is a reminder of the impact individuals can have 
on their communities and industries. She was more than a bus driver; she was a community figure 
who connected and served the people of Detroit with pride and dedication. 

As we honor Women's Month, SMART celebrates the legacy of Mary Eatmon and her enduring 
impact on public transit in Detroit. Her story is a powerful illustration of how breaking barriers and 
challenging the status quo can lead to lasting change. Eatmon's journey as one of the first female 
bus drivers in Detroit is not just a part of our city's history; it is a narrative that continues to inspire 
and influence the values of equity and inclusion that we strive for at SMART. 

Mary Eatmon's pioneering role in public transit is a beacon that guides our efforts to create a more 
inclusive and diverse transportation sector. As we navigate the future of transit, we carry forward 
the torch lit by trailblazers like Eatmon, committed to fostering a workforce and a community where 
everyone has the opportunity to thrive and contribute. Her legacy is a testament to the power of 
perseverance and the importance of diverse representation in shaping a more equitable and 
connected world. 

 


